This communication presents the results of a comparison of three satellite-derived databases covering Africa, Europe, Middle East and part of South America, against corresponding 15 min irradiations of very high quality measured by fourteen Baseline Surface Radiation Network (BSRN) stations. The three databases are accessible via the SoDa Service website, and are the two latest versions of HelioClim-3: versions 4 (HC3v4) and 5 (HC3v5), and the MACC-RAD database. The comparison was performed for durations of 15 min, 1 h, 1 day and 1 month for both the global irradiation received on a horizontal surface (GHI) and the direct irradiation received on a plane normal to sun rays (DNI). It is found that the three satellite-derived radiation databases exhibit satisfactory performances. For most of the fourteen locations, HC3v5 surpasses HC3v4 and MACC-RAD, with a bias ranging from -4 to 5% for the GHI and for all tested duration. The correlation coefficient is large for all databases and most often greater than 0.92 for 15 min and 0.98 for daily irradiation for GHI. The RMSE is fairly constant for all locations for 15 min and is approximately 20 kWh m -2 -slightly greater for MACC-RAD.-For daily irradiation, it ranges between 300 and 400 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, 300 and 500 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and 400 and 550 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. Bias for the DNI is larger in absolute values than for GHI for all databases: -12 to 10% for HC3v5. The correlation coefficient is most often greater than 0.68 for 15 min and 0.84 for daily irradiation. The RMSE for 15 min ranges between 46 and 60 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, 46 and 63 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and 48 and 66 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. For daily irradiation, it ranges between 1100 and 1600 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, between 1300 and 1700 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and between 1000 and 1850 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. The MACC-RAD resource show promises provided the model for cloud properties is improved.
Introduction
Knowledge of the solar resource at ground level is a critical issue for developing solar energy. Of particular interest are archives, recent and real time data, and more lately forecast estimates of the surface solar irradiation (SSI), i.e. the downwelling broadband solar irradiation received at ground level. Many studies have demonstrated the potential of satellite images to assess the SSI [1] , and their use within the framework of feasibility studies of solar plants.
The SoDa Service (www.soda-pro.com) is dedicated to professionals in solar energy [2] and provides an access to different solar-related resources, in particular to the HelioClim-3 (abbreviated HC3) and the MACC-RAD databases. They contain SSI data over the area observed by the Meteosat Second Generation (MSG) satellite, i.e. Europe, Africa, the eastern part of South America and Middle East. HC3 is available for free on [2004] [2005] , and for pay on more recent dates via annual subscriptions or on-delivery value-added services. It is widely used by professionals in solar energy, with more than 50 current annual subscriptions. The MACC-RAD database [3] is an outcome of the successive European-funded MACC (Monitoring Atmospheric Composition & Climate) projects and is available for free via the MACC portal and SoDa.
This communication presents the results of an objective evaluation of HC3 version 4 (HC3v4), HC3 version 5 (HC3v5) and MACC-RAD against high quality measurements of fourteen Baseline Surface Radiation Network (BSRN) stations.
The HelioClim-3 (HC3) and MACC-RAD databases

HC3
MSG images are routinely processed with the Heliosat-2 method [1] every 15 min to update the HC3 database [4] . Heliosat-2 combines a clear sky model with a "cloud index". The cloud index approach is based on the assumption that the appearance of a cloud over a pixel results in an increase of reflectance in visible imagery; the attenuation of the downwelling shortwave irradiance by the atmosphere over a pixel is related to the magnitude of change between the reflectance that should be observed under a cloud-free sky and that currently observed. This magnitude of change is quantified by the cloud index.
HC3v4 and HC3v5 are the two most advanced versions of HC3. HC3v4 uses the ESRA clear-sky model [5] with the climatological database of the Linke turbidity factor of Remund et al. [6] as input. The major drawback of this database is that it is never updated to take into account the attenuation or increase of the atmosphere turbidity due to local effects such as maritime inputs, volcanoes, fires, evolution of the water vapor content, pollution… The McClear clear sky model [7] is also an outcome of the MACC projects and provides updated information on the content of the cloud-free atmosphere for the whole world every 3 h since 2003. HC3v5 is an attempt to overcome the limitation of this climatological database by combining HC3v4 and the McClear model [8] .
HC3 estimates of SSI are available at integration periods (or time steps or summarizations) of 15 min, 1 h, 1 day and 1 month. The temporal coverage of data is from 2004-02-01 up to current day-2 for the version 5, and day-1, real time and even d+1 forecast data for version 4. HC3 provides global 15 min irradiation received on horizontal surface (GHI for global horizontal irradiation), on which decomposition models are applied to compute all the components of the radiation over a horizontal, fix-tilted and normal plane for the actual weather conditions. When a request is launched, post-processing layers are applied for instance to modulate the radiation values inside the MSG pixels to take into account the actual elevation of the required location, or to compute the shadowing effect of the far horizon. HC3 time series can be manually retrieved either via the SoDa website, or automatically via a machine-tomachine access. Several other value-added services based on this resource are also available as a one-shot request, such as the purchase of a volume of HC3 time series or Typical Meteorological Years on a given area, irradiation maps, in-situ measurement completion…
MACC-RAD
MACC-RAD time series of irradiation values can also be retrieved from the SoDa portal. MACC-RAD is computed using the Heliosat-4 method which models radiative transfer to compute the SSI. The SSI can be approximated as the product of the irradiance under clear atmosphere from McClear by a modification factor due to APOLLO cloud properties and ground albedo derived from MODIS imagery [9] . The database of APOLLO cloud properties is the property of the German center of research DLR, and results from the processing of different channels of the MSG satellite.
The MACC-RAD service provides time series of global, direct, and diffuse irradiations on horizontal surface, and direct irradiation on plane normal to sun rays (DNI for direct normal irradiation) for the actual weather conditions. The time coverage of data is from 2004-02-01 up to 2 days ago. Data are available with a time step ranging from 15 min to 1 month. MACC-RAD can be accessed directly on the SoDa website using the corresponding interface, or using the interoperable OGC-compliant Web Processing Service [7] .
MACC-RAD and McClear services are currently pre-operational and will become operational in Jan. 2016. As the generation of a MACC-RAD time series consumes a lot of CPU time and memory, the number of requests is so far limited to 5 per day per user, but a lot of effort is done to increase the speed of access to this service.
Validation against the measurements from fourteen BSRN stations
Brief overview of the fourteen BSRN stations
The Baseline Surface Radiation Network (BSRN) is a collection of measurements of GHI, diffuse irradiations on horizontal surface, and DNI of high quality suitable for validation [10] [11] [12] . Measurements are acquired every 1 min. Figure 1 and table 1 give the locations and the main characteristics of the fourteen BSRN stations used for the quality assessment of the data, located in the MSG coverage. 
Protocol of evaluation and quality check of the BSRN measurements
This section describes the protocol for the evaluation of an estimated dataset against a reference. In our case, the protocol concerns the comparison of satellite-based irradiation values against the high quality measurements of the fourteen BSRN stations listed in the previous table.
Prior the comparison at different summarizations, a thorough quality check procedure as recommended by [12] and [13] has been applied onto the 1 min BSRN data. The major steps can be summarized as follows:
Set night, sunrise and sunset values to zero, Set to "Not a Number" (NaN) the values of the estimates when the references are missing, and reverse, Discard values beyond "extremely rare limits" and "physical possible limits", Perform the consistency checks when the three radiation components are available. Then, a temporal aggregation is performed to generate the values at the different summarizations. This procedure is of utmost importance since it directly impacts the validation results. Our approach is as follows:
Generate the 15 min irradiation from the 1 min BSRN measurements if at least 85% of the slots are available. Then apply an "intelligent interpolation" taking into account the sun position at each minute to synthesize the 15 min data to fill gaps. Compute the quantities summarizing the deviation at 15 min. Generate the hourly, daily and monthly irradiation by summing up the 15 min irradiation if at least respectively 75%, 65% and 50% of the slots are available. No temporal interpolation is applied, leading to partial sums. Compute the quantities summarizing the deviation at the hourly, daily and monthly time steps. Table 2 gives an overview of the quantities that have been computed at the different time steps to assess the quality of the three different satellite-based databases. 
Presentation of the validation results for the Carpentras station
The validation results for the HC3 version 4, version 5 and MACC-RAD databases and for the daily and 15 min summarizations (Tables 3 to 10 ) have been placed in Appendix. They are also available on the SoDa website, along with results for the hourly and monthly summarizations at the following urls: http://www.sodapro.com/help/helioclim/helioclim-3-validation/bsrn-stations and http://www.soda-pro.com/help/macc-rad/validation for respectively HelioClim-3 and MACC-RAD validations results. From the various quantities summarized in Table  2 and computed in this validation process, the following figures are presented:
The bias, and relative bias in percent, The root mean square error (RMSE), and relative RMSE in percent, And the correlation coefficient. In conjunction with these statistical results, the quality assessment routines generate a series of 2-D histograms to enable a visual inspection of the results. In the "y" axis is the estimation (or satellite measurements), and the "x" axis is the reference, represented here by the BSRN station measurements. Figures 2 (a) to (f) present the 2-D histograms of 15 min satellite-based GHI and DNI irradiation values versus the corresponding measurements for the station of Carpentras. On the upper left corner of each graph, the main figures are reminded. In this particular case, HC3 reaches a better performance, and in particular version 5, in terms of relative bias with values ranging from -1.7% to 1.6% for both radiation components, against -5.1% to 5.6% for MACC-RAD. This remark is in agreement with the results obtained on most of the other BSRN stations.
The relative RMSE exhibits satisfactory results for the GHI components, with values ranging from 16.2% for the HC3v5 values to 19.6% for MACC-RAD. This is in line with the graphical representation of the data where most of the points are located along the y=x axis, meaning that the estimation is correctly reproducing the reference data. The correlation coefficient confirms that HC3v5 returns the best results for the GHI component.
For the DNI component, the relative RMSE is ranging from 28.7% for MACC-RAD to 32.7% for HC3v4. RMSE gives an idea of the "spreading" of the data around the bias. For the station of Carpentras, we can conclude that despite a higher bias, MACC-RAD slightly outperforms the two versions of HC3 for the DNI component in terms of relative RMSE and correlation coefficient. 
Validation results: global conclusions
If we set apart the northern stations (Toravere and Lerwick) where the three satellite-based databases face difficulties in reproducing the measurements, here are the global conclusions for the fourteen BSRN stations: In most of the tested locations, HC3v5 surpasses HC3v4 and MACC-RAD, and exhibits a bias ranging from -4 to 5% for the GHI and for all tested durations. The correlation coefficient is large for all databases and most often greater than 0.92 for 15 min and 0.98 for daily irradiation. The RMSE for all databases is fairly constant for all locations for 15 min and is approximately 20 kWh m -2 -slightly greater for MACC-RAD. For daily irradiation, it ranges between 300 and 400 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, 300 and 500 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and 400 and 550 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. Bias for the DNI is larger in absolute values than for GHI for all databases: -12 to 14% for HC3v5, and the range is slightly wider for v4 and MACC-RAD. The correlation coefficient is often greater than 0.68 for 15 min and 0.84 for daily irradiation. The RMSE for 15 min ranges between 46 and 60 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, 46 and 63 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and 48 and 66 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. For daily irradiation, it ranges between 1100 and 1600 kWh m -2 for HC3v5, between 1300 and 1700 kWh m -2 for HC3v4, and between 1000 and 1850 kWh m -2 for MACC-RAD. This global investigation of the statistical results leads to the final conclusion that HC3v5 outperforms the two other databases, for all tested summarizations and all radiation components. This result is coherent for the version 4 since the use of McClear in the version 5 was expected to improve the results obtained for this prior version. MACC-RAD exhibits very promising results, in particular for the DNI component. So far, the major failure of this database is that a few errors have been reported in the cloud detection for some particular weather conditions. However, we are convinced that the new generation of APOLLO cloud properties will at least partly solve this issue, and that MACC-RAD will reach soon a quality similar or even better than version 5 during its operational phase.
Conclusion
The validation campaign conducted between HC3v4, HC3v5, and MACC-RAD versus the measurements from fourteen BSRN stations exhibit satisfactory performances. In most cases, HC3v5 surpasses HC3v4 and MACC-RAD. McClear is still in its pre-operational phase, nevertheless the results demonstrate it is now a robust and already reliable database, while the cloud property model exploited in MACC-RAD still needs a few adjustments. 
A.2. Validation of HelioClim-3 version 4 (HC3v4) and 5 (HC3v5) versus the measurements of 14 BSRN stations for the daily and 15 min direct normal irradiation
